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It has been argued that alcoholism is the single 
worst social affliction in the world. In addition to the dangers of 
drinking and driving, alcohol and other drugs also have a detrimental 
and disruptive impact on education. Harassed principals and teachers 
are distracted from the main mission of education by violence and 
other anti-social behavior brought about in part by the direct or 
indirect use of drugs. Alcohol abuse lowers performance and grades, 
creates disruptive classroom behavior, increases school vandalism, 
and impedes the learning process for non-drinking students. For these 
reasons the President has made the prevention of alcohol and drua 
abuse a high priority. And the key to prevention is education 
concerning the truth about alcohol. For 10 years the Department of 
Education has been developing school-based alcohol and drug abuse 
education programs. The Department's primary goal is to provide 
leadership, training and technical assistance to school systems to 
use local resources to deal with local problems. The program has 
established teams of school and community personnel, supported by 
training and follow-up assistance, in every state and territory. A 
growing number of parent groups is springing up all over the country 
as well. Those interested in acting for change can make a difference 
that may literally change the world. (JAC) 
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Thank you Dr. Mayer for that kind introduction and for 

GIVING me' the opportunity TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS IMPORTANT 
CONFERENCE- 

I AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO BE HERE WITH CABINET COLLEAGUES 

AND Congressman Barnes to share with you my plain two cents 

WORTH IN THIS ONGOING CAMPAIGN TO ALERT ajR NATION'S YOUTH TO 
THE DANGERS OF DRINKING AND DRI.iNG- I REMEMBER FROM MY VQl'TH 
AN OLD slogan: "AlCOHOL AND GASOLINE DON'T MIX/' I'D LIKE TO 
ADD TO THAT BY SAYING THAT ALCOHOL AND EDUCATION DOn'T MIX 
EITHER . 

The American writer Nelson Algren once wrote the following 
BITS of advice^ "Never eat at any place called Wom'sj Never play 

CARDS WITH ANYONE CALLED DoC ; AND NEVER GET INVOLVED WITH A 

women who has more problems than you have". 

And a few years ago the "me-generation" used to say, "Never 
trust anyone over 30". now 1 am about twice that age. but 1 am 

ENCOURAGED FOR AmERICA's FUTURE THAT YOU HIGHLY SELECTED AND 
QUALIFIED LEADERS OF THE NEW "US'GENERAT ION" WILL AT LEAST GIVE 

us senior citizens the benefit of the doubt and hear us out. 
There's an old saying which bears repeating. "If youth but knew 

WHAT age could TELL". Now I'D LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF MY 
THOUGHTS ABOUT EDUCATION AND ALCOHOL FROM MY PECULIAR 
PERSPECTIVE — AND ENHANCED AGE- 
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Over two thousand years ago the Greek philospher Aristotle 
OBSERVED: "All who have meditated on the art of governing 
mankind have been convinced that the fate empires depends 
upon the education of youth "• 

And last month columnist William Buckley wrote in the 
Washington Post that: "Alcoholism is arguably, the single worst 

SOCIAL AFFLICTION IN THE WORLD- It IS RESPONSIBLE FOR JOBS 

lost, marriages dissolved, violence unpremeditated, and death- 
There are even people who believe the final winner in the 

EAST-WEST struggle MAY PROVE TO BE THE SOCIETY THAT MOST 
SUCCESSFULLY WITHSTANDS THE PARASITIC DRAIN OF ALCOHOLISm"- 

That is the prime reason President Reagan is convinced, as 
i am, that alcohol and drug abuse is "one of the greatest 

PROBLEMS FACING US INTERNALLY IN THE UNITED StaTES"- 

We ALL KNOW OR SHOULD KNOW THAT ALCOHOL PLUS AN AUTOMOBILE 
EQUALS THE BIGGEST KILLER OF YOUTH IN THE UNITED STATES TODAY- 
AnD there is no DOUBT IN MY MIND OR IN THE MINDS OF MILLIONS OF 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, PRINCIPALS, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND 
LEGISLATORS THAT ALCOHOL (AND OTHER DRUGS) HAVE A DETRIMENTAL 
AND DISRUPTIVE IMPACT ON THE VITAL EDUCATIONAL PROCESSES UPON 
WHICH YOU, OUR SOCIETY AND CIVILIZATION DEPEND- 
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It is generally agreed that alcohol has many nesa>tivl cts on 
our schools whose primary function, education and tral of 
the future generations, is often overlooked or sidetracke., 
Why? Because harassed principals and teachers are D1STP^CTED 
from the main mission of education by violence and othef 
anti-social behavior brought about in part by thf nj rec" or 
indirect use of drugs and alcohol: 

Specifically alcohol abuse is associated with these 
negative behaviors in the educational process: 

1. Lower?; academic performance and grades- 

2- Increases drop-outs, truancies, pregnancies, runawavs, 

AND anti-social BEHAVIOR IN GENERAL- 

3- Creates disruptive classroom behavior problems- 

^' Encourages school wide discipline problems, ne-, 
fights and random violence, class-cutting^ cheating, 
tardiness, absenteeism, and suspensions- 

5- Increases school vandalism, litter and general 
disrepair* 

6- Impedes the learning process for non-drinkins straight 
students- 
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7. creates problems for school governance- 

8. Contributes to the loss of confidence and faith in the 

SCHOOLS. 

0 

9. Harms student-parental relationships and adds to family 
instability. 

10. And is the source of parent and school conflicts and 
misunderstandings as each blames the other for not doing 
their job. 

For these and other reasons^ 1 am convinced that of the 
many problems facing cur nation's schools today none has more 
potential for the disruption of the vital educational processes 
than the widespread abuse of alcohol and other drugs by our 
student population. 

It is for these reasons that the President has made the 
prevention of drug and alcohol abuse such a very high priority 
OF HIS Administration. President Reagan has also spoken of the 

NEED TO LAUNCH A NATION-WIDE CAMPAIGN OF PREVENTION BECAUSE^ HE 
SAID "I THINK WE ARE RUNNING A RISK OF LOSING A GREAT PART OF 
THE WHOLE GENERATION IF WE DCn't". 
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AtiD THE KEY. TO PREVENTION IS MORE EDUCATION FOR THE CURRENT 

YOUTH OF America and tomorrow's leaders concerning the truth 

ABOUT alcohol's FRANKENSTEIN QUALITIES- 

Therefore the White House has developed a strategy for 

PREVENnriON OF DRUG ABUSE AND DRUG TRAFFICKING. ThIS SETS THE 
TONE AND DIRECTION FOR THE ADMINISTRATION'S EFFORTS DURING THE 
NEXT SEVERAL YEARS- ThE AlCOHOL AND DrUG AbUSE EDUCATION 

Program administered by the Department of Education is a part of 
this strategy. 

The Department of Education is the sole Federal agency with 
A broad mandate to work with the nation's schools. For ten 

YEARS WE HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING SCHOOL "BASED ALCOHOL AND DRUG 
ABUSE EDUCATION PROGRAMS- OUR PRIMARY ROLE IS TO PROVIDE 
LEADERSHIP^ TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING A LOCAL CAPACITY TO DEAL WITH 
LOCAL ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE PROBLEMS USING LOCAL RESOURCES. 

The PROGRAM HAS A DECADE^LONG RECORD OF DEMONSTRATED 
EFFECTIVENESS^ HAS INVESTED NEARLY $40 MILLION DOLLARS AND HAS 
DIRECTLY IMPACTED ON APPROXIMATELY 5 MILLION INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS 
AND INDIRECTLY AFFECTED MILLIONS MORE. 
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The PRpGRAM HAS ESTABLISHED TEAMS OF SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 
PERSONNEL^ SUPPORTED WITH TRAINING AND FOLLOW"lJP ASSISTANCE^ IN 

EVERY State and territory: 4,500 teams, involving approximately 

IR.nnn ADIJLT workers, and reaching APPROXIMATELY 500,000 YOUTHS 
ANNUALLY. In l%2j 120 SCHOOL TEAMS WERE TRAINED AND 475 
. SCHOOLS RECEIVED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AS DID MOST OF THE 50 

State education agencies- (The budget of FY 'R3 and FY 'R^ is 
i2.R5 million) 

After their regional training, local school teams trained 
many additional teams in other school as well as parent teams in 
their local communities- simultaneously, the national netwopk, 

CONSISTING OF THE 475 LOCAL PROJECTS AND StATE AGENCIES, 

disseminated slircessful exemplary projects to other intepestf.-^ 
school districts. 

If you would like to learn more aromt establishing these 
local school teams write to the department and ask for a copy of 
"The School Team Approach'' (ed 195 926) 



We will be pleased to provide to our 5 regional alcohol and 
drug abuse training, resource centers any program models 
developed by your teams so that they can make them available to 
school systems receiving training or technical assistance from 
the various centers. 
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If you would like additional information or educational 
materials on alcohol and drug abuse you should write to the 
National Clearinghouses on Drug Abuse and Alcohol Abuse in 
RocKviLLE, Maryland- 

I AM also VERY ENCOURAGED BY THE GROWING NUMBER AND VARIETY 

OF Parent Organizations that are springing up all over the 
COUNTRY. At latest count, there were over 3,00C parent groups 
like the local PANDAA organization in Fairfax County. Perhaps 
the best known organization is the national federation of 
Parents for Drug-Free Youth- As you know First Lady Nancy 
Reagan is actively working with this group- 

What we are seeing today is a true phenomena, namely a 
parent's movement for the 1980s. And I'd like to encourage all 

THE many parent GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES TO ACTIVELY 
COOPERATE IN A NEW AND NEEDED PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS- ThEN WE 
CAN THEN ACHIEVE THE AMBITIOUS GOAL SET BY MrS- ReAGAN, "A 
PARENT GROUP IN EVERY COMMUNITY OF OUR COUNTRY". I CAN ASSiIRE 

YOU THE Department of Education will continue to do its part- 
Between January and June 1982^ approximately 83^1ti0 volunteer 

HOURS WERE MOBILIZED IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES BY THE LOCAL SCHOOL 

TEAMS^ OF WHICH 20^525 HOURS WERE CONTRIBUTED BY PARENTS. AlSO 

DURING THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD^ THE SCHOOL TEAMS GENERATED 

$hi<00,000 IN SUPPORT FROM OTHER PRIVATE AND PUBLIC FUNDING 
SOURCES. 
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. Conclusion 

The historian and philosopher Will DuRArfr once observed, 

"Sixty years ago I knew everything^ now I know nothing: 

education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance". 

We can no longer afford our past ignorance concerning the 
deleterious effect of alcohol and drugs on the education and 
health of our country's youth- 

They are truly "life-wasting" substances and they represent 
AN American crisis of the first order. 

History is replete with examples of how one person's will 
can make a difference and change the very course of history 

ITSELF. 

you students and your teams gathered here today are 
eviden:e that you are interested in taking those deliberate 
steps and actions which can culminate in larger movements that 

MAY literally CHANGE THE WORLD. 
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My generation is counting on yours to accept the challenge 

TO CHANGE THE PREVAILING ASSUMPETIONS THAT THE ONLY GOOD " hIGH " 
IS ONE THAT IS CHEMICAL! YoU KNOW THERE ARE OTHERS: 

1. Dedication to excellence in learning and selfless 

LIVING. 

2. Service to the nation- 
3- Commitment to others- 

^^ High achievement in your chosen life's work- 

I am confident that we can count on you to change the 

FALSE expectations AND ERRONEOUS ASSUMPTIONS CONCERNING ALCOHOL 
USE AND ABUSE FOR YOUR GENERATION AND GENERATIONS TO COME- 
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